REGULATION OF TAXICABS

PROPOSITION J

Shall the private sale of taxicab permits for over $7,500 be limited to purchuso price
and shall taxicab operations bo supervised by the Police Department?

. Analysis

By Ballot Simplification Committee

THE WAY IT IS NOW: New taxicab pgrmits are only .

issued when the Police Commission says they are
needed. The fee to the city for a new permit is $7500.
Permits may also be freely sold by one person or
company to another for whatever price they agree
upon, Today. permits sell privately for over $10,000
apiece because over 700 permits are out and no new
permits are being issued. If one party buys a taxicab
permit from another party, a transfer fee of $1000 must
be paid to the city. C

THE PROPOSAL: Proposition “J” would change the way
taxicab permits are issued and transferred. The Police
Commission would hold hearings on applications for
permits and applicants would only pay a $75 fee for
each vehicle. Preference would go to driver owners
and employees of taxi companies. Permits could be
revoked if more than 10 percent of a taxi company’s
stock were sold or transferred. Permits could be sold

privately, with the Police Commission’s consent, after
they are owned for five years, The price could be
negotiated between the parties as long as it were no
higher than $7500. If the seller paid more than $7500
when he bought the permit originally, he could sell
it for the same amount he paid for it, but no more.
Permit holders would be required to keep specific
financial records, have their vehicles inspected regu-
larly and follow any special regulations issued by the
Chief of Police.

A YES VOTE MEANS: If you vote yes, you want taxicab
permits to continue being transferable between private
parties, but you want more controls on the prices paid
for permits, :

A NO VOTE MEANS: If you vote no, you either want
the taxicab rules to stay the way they are now, or you
want them changed in some other way.

Controller's Statement on *‘'J"’

City Controller John C. Farrell has issued the following
statement on the fiscal impact of Proposition J:

Should the proposed ballot proposition be adopted, in
my opinion, the cost of government would be increased
by approximately $80,000. There may be other additional

costs, the amount of which cannot be determined at this
time.

Based on the 1977-1978 assessment roll, the known cost
would be equivalent to twenty-two hundredths ($0.0022)
of one cent in the tax rate.

How Proposition

Proposition J was placed on the ballot by a City Charter
provision which allows four or more individual members
of the Board of Supervisors to place an Ordinance or
Declaration of Policy on the ballot.

J Gof On The Ballot

On December 28, 1977 the Registrar received a request
from 4 supervisors asking that the question of taxicab

< regulation be placed on llie ballot. The request was signed

by Supervisors Gordon Lau, Telry Francois, Jane Mmphy
and Pecter Tamaras.

Propositions J and K are of the same general purpose. In the
event that both measures are approved by the voters, the one
receiving the highest affirmative vote will prevail and the other

will fail of passage.

THE TEXT OF PROPOSITION J APPEARS ON PAGE 50
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