Taxicabs J

PROPOSITION J

* Shall taxicab permit holders be permitted to sell their permits, and shall the City YES
make other changes to the laws which regulate taxicabs? :

- .
)

NO

Digest

by Ballot Simplification Committee

, THE WAY IT IS NOW: The City issues a limited number of
taxicab permits. Permits are issued to individuals only, not
to companies. Taxicab permits are the property of the City,
and may not be sold.

A permit holder is required to personally drive the taxicab
for a specified number of hours per year. When a permit
holder is not driving the taxicab, he or she may charge a
“lease fee” to another person or company for the right to
operate the taxicab. That person or company may in turn,

~ charge drivers an “operating fee” for the right to drive the
- taxicab for a particular shift. The City regulates taxi fares but
does not regulate lease fees or operating fees.

Applicants for taxicab permits do not need to have expe-

rience driving a taxicab. .
The City has a paratransit program which provides lower-
costtaxicab services to certain elderly and disabled persons.

THE PROPOSAL.: Proposition J is an ordinance that would
allow a permit holder to transfer the permit to the qualified
bidder offering the highest price. Taxicab permits would
remain the property of the City. The City would approve all
permit transfers. The City would receive $10,000, or 20% of

. the transfer price, whichever was greater, for each transfer.
For two years following passage of Proposition J, permit

The City would set maximum lease fees and operating
fees based on average fees in effect on May 1, 1996. The
City would determine these averages by conducting a sur-
vey. The City would then adjust these fees, and taxi fares,
every two years based on changes in the cost of living.

Other provisions of Proposition J include:

+ Permit holders who work as managers for taxicab com-
panies would no longer be required to drive the taxicab
for the specified number of hours per year.

+ Before receiving a permit, applicants would be required
to have at least five years experience driving taxicabs in
San Francisco.

». The City would issue a limited number of additional
permits to taxicab companies that participate in the para-
transit program. Taxicabs using these permits could only
be operated on weekdays, but would not be restricted to
paratransit activity,

« Finesforillegal operation of a taxicab would be increased.

A “YES” VOTE MEANS: If you vote yes, you want to make

these changes to the laws which regulate taxicabs.

holders could transfer their permits only ifthey had heldthem A “NO” VOTE MEANS: If you vote no, you do not want to make

for ten years or more.

these changes to the laws which regulate taxicabs.

Controller’s Statement on “J”

City Controller Edward Harrington has issued the following
statement on the fiscal impact of Proposition J:

Should the proposed measure be approved, in my opinion,
‘the cost effect of the ordinance would be minimal. Some
revenues will result from fees paid to the City for the transfer
of existing taxicab licenses, the amount of which depends
upon the number of licenses transferred. Additional costs to
survey, regulate and adjust the number of taxi permits, taxi
fares and lease and operating (gate) fees and monitor taxi
operations may be incurred but these should be minimal.

‘How “J” Got on the Ballot
On July 26, 1996 the Department of Elections received a

proposed ordinance signed by Supervisors Alioto, Brown,
Hsieh, Katz, Kaufman, and Teng. The City Charter allows
four or more Supervisors to place an ordinance on the ballot
in this manner.

ARGUMENTS FOR AND AGAINST THIS MEASURE IMMEDIATELY FOLLOW THIS PAGE. THE FULL TEXT BEGINS ON PAGE 198,
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