TAXICABS

‘PROPOSITION M :
Amending Initiative Ordinance: Shall taxi cab permits be transferable, and Police Com-

“mission hearing requirements amended?

Analysis

By Ballot Simplification Committee

THE WAY IT IS NOW: The City issues taxicab
permits, subject to the approval of the police commis-
sion, for a nominal fee. In the past, holders of per-
mits could sell them privately, with no limit on the
selling price. In June 1978, voters approved Proposi-
tion K.. making the permits non-transferable and the
private permit sales illegal. All existing permits now
revert 1o the city upon the death of the permit holder
or his failure to fylfill conditions of the permit.

- THE PROPOSAL: Proposition M would uguin

make taxicab permits transferable by restoring the
right of a permit holder to sell his permit for up to
the amount he paid for it in private sale, subject to
approval by the police commission.

A YES VOTE MEANS: If you vole yes. you want
to allow holders of taxicab permiis 1o sell them on
the open market,

A NO VOTE MEANS: If you vote no, you want
taxicab permits to remain non-transterable,

- Controller's Statement on *‘M"’

City Controller John C. Farrell has issued the follow-
ing statement on the fiscal impact of Proposition M:

“Il" the proposed Ordinance is adopted, in my opin-
ion, there would be no increase in the cost of govern-
ment.”

The City Charter requires the Controller to prepare a

financial analysis of each proposition as an aid to
volers in deciding the issues,

‘How Supervisors Voted on “‘M"’

On July 30, 1979 the Board of Supervisors voted 8-
2 on the question of placing Proposition M on the
ballot, The Supervisors voted as follows:

YES: Supervisors Gordon Lau (District 1), John
Molinary (District 3), Elta Hill Hutch (District 4),
Harry Britt (District 5), Carol Ruth Silver (District 6),
Robert Gonzales (Distritt 7), Don Horanzy (District
8). Lee Dolson (District 9).

NO: Supervisors Louise Renne (District 2), Quentin
Kopp (District 10), )

THE LEGAL TEXT OF PROPOSITION M BEGINS ON PAGE 110

REGISTER TO VOTE BY MAIL

it’s Easy

Next time you move, just phone us: we’ll mail you

the forms.
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~ TAXICABS

ARGUMENT IN FAVOR OF PROPOSITION M

Proposition” “M” ‘will reform the taxicab industry,
protect the public and preserve retirement benefits of
taxi drivers and their families:

l. “Yes” on “M” will stop monopolies by corpora-
tions. Proposition “M” forbids the sale of any per-
mit to a corporation. Over 95% of all taxi permits
are owned by current taxi drivers, shop employees,
retired drivers and families of retired drivers.

2. “Yes” on “M” will end speculation and profiteering
of taxi permits by allowing permit- holders to
transfer his/her permit at no more than was paid
for it as recorded in official City records.

3. “Yes” on “M” will allow. the free enterprise system
to work. Taxicabs may set rates lower (but not
higher) than the rates set by the Board of Supervi-
sors,

4. “Yes” on “M” will authorize the Police Department
to issue as many additional taxi permits as needed
for good taxi service.

5. “Yes” on “M” will insure that radio dispatched

cabs which. serve San Franciscans, not just tourists,
will continue.

6. “Yes” on “M” will be of no cost to taxpayers or
the City.

7. “Yes” on “M” will correct an injustice in the law
by allowing permit holders to sell their permits to
meet medical or other emergencies. For over 50
years taxi drivers have purchased permits, with the
approval of the City, many putting their life sav-
ings into those permits.

Under the law passed last "year, the widows and
children of taxi drivers are left without .support
because the City confiscates the taxi drivers’ permits
upon their death.

Endorsed by:

Supervisor John Molinari Supervisor Ronald Pelosi

Supervisor Gordon Lau Supervisor Lee Dolson

Supervisor Harry Britt . Police Commissioner Richard Siggins
Supervisor Carol Ruth Silver  Police Commissioner Jane

Supervisor Bob Gonzales McKaskle Murphy

Supervisor Ella Hill Hutch Police Commissioner Dr. David Sanchez
Stupervisor Don Horanzy Police Commissioner Burl Toler

ARGUMENT IN FAVOR OF PROPOSITION M

PROPOSITION M PROTECTS
WORKING MEN AND WOMEN

Yes on Proposition M will protect the retirement
income of the many men and women, and their
spouses, who have driven cabs most of their lives. For
their retirement, these San Franciscans, in good faith,
purchased taxicab permits. These permits cost between
$7,500 and $20,000. The drivers who bought the per-
mits borrowed the money from banks and spent years
paying them off.

Now, because of a provision in the law passed last
year, these hard working people cannot sell their per-
mits to cover medical and other retirement costs.
Under the present law, they cannot even leave them
to their spouses. The present law has wiped out the
earned retirement income of these working people. It’s
the same as if your house were taken from you.

Over 95% of all taxi permits are owned by current
taxi drivers, cab maintenance people, retired drivers,
or the families of drivers. Over 80% of the taxi per-
mit owners have only one permit. The big corpora-
tions that once owned the permits are out of business.

The present law hurts the hard working San Fran-
ciscans. Vote YES ON PROPOSITION M.
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Organizations listed for identification only.

Arguments printed on this page are the opinions of the authors and have not been checked for accuracy by any official agency.
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