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Regulation of Taxicabs

PROPOSITION P
Shall Proposition K, regulating taxicab permits, be ,,
repealed upon the Board of Supervisors’ adoption of a YES 277 =
taxicab permit ordinance that follows the principles of NO 278 wmp
Proposition K?

THE WAY IT IS NOW: The City issues permits for
taxicabs under rules set out in Proposition K, a law
passed by the voters on June 6, 1978. Since the voters
passed Proposition K, only the voters may change it.
Proposition K states that taxicab permits are the
property of the City and may not be sold or otherwise
transferred, and that the Police Commission must
issue a sufficient number of permits to provide ade-
quate taxicab service throughout the City.

A person seeking a taxicab permit must prove by
clear and convincing evidence that public necessity
and convenience require the operation of the vehicles
for which the person seeks a permit. People granted
such permits must drive the vehicle for at least four

; hours during any 24 hour period for at least 75 per-

cent of the business days during the calendar year.
New permits are issued only one each toindividuals

and not to businesses. If a business obtained permits
before Proposition K was passed, it may keep the per-
mits unless the business sells or transfers more than
ten percent of its ownership. Such a sale or transfer

Analysis -
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makes the permits invalid.

THE PROPOSAL: Proposition P would' repeal

Proposition K and permit the Board of Supervisors to
change the rules for issuing taxicab permits without a
vote of the people. However, the Board of Supervisors
would be required to pass a law following the prin-
ciples of Proposition K, including not allowing the
transfer of permits, promotion of owner-operators and
mandatory dispatch and radio control of all taxis. The
repeal would go into effect when the Board of Super-
visors adopts an ordinance setting rules for issuing
taxicab permits.

A “YES” VOTE MEANS: If you vote yes, y6u want

to repeal Proposition K when the Board of Super-
visors passes a law setting rules for issuing taxicab
permits. That ordinance must follow the principles of
Proposition K. '

A “NO” VOTE MEANS: If you vote no, you do not

want to repeal Proposition K.

Controller’'s Statement on “P”

City Controller John C. Farrell has issued the follow-
ing statement on the fiscal impact of Proposition P:

“Should the proposed initiative ordinance be ap-
proved, in my opinion, it should have no effect on the
cost of government.”

How Supervisors Voted on “P”

On July 18, the Board of Supervisors voted 7-1 on the question
of placing Proposition P on the ballot. ‘
The Supervisors voted as follows:

YES: Supervisors Harry Britt, Jim Gonzalez, Richard Hongisto,
John Molinari, Wendy Nelder, Carol Ruth Silver, and
Nancy Walker.

NO: Supervisor Bill Maher.

LEGAL TEXT OF PROPOSITION P IS ON PAGE 91
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